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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                                April 12, 2017 
 
 
 
McVey to give commencement address at Marshall May 6 
 
Mark McVey, a Son of Marshall who has forged an 
outstanding career as a singer and actor on Broadway, will 
deliver the commencement address at Marshall University’s 
spring commencement ceremony next month. 
 
Well known for his performances as Jean Valjean in “Les 
Miserables,” McVey made his debut on Broadway in that 
role, after having won the Helen Hayes Award for 
Outstanding Actor while on tour. The first American to 
perform the role in London, he also gave performances with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic and in the 25th Anniversary Tour of the show, for which he won 
the Ovation Award and BroadwayWorld.com Award. All in all, he has given more than 3,200 
performances in “Les Mis.” 
 
McVey’s other Broadway appearances include Captain Walker in The Who’s “Tommy”; 
Tommy Tune’s “The Best Little Whorehouse Goes Public”; and “Stairway to Paradise” with 
Kristin Chenoweth.  Other New York accomplishments include the revival of “Chess“ and “Hey 
Love,” the critically acclaimed review of Mary Rodgers’ music, which was conceived and 
directed by Richard Maltby Jr.  McVey’s national and international tours include “Carousel” and 
the Hal Prince production of “Show Boat.”  Regional successes include performances of “My 
Fair Lady,” “South Pacific” and “Kismet.” 
 
The artist made his Carnegie Hall debut with composer Marvin Hamlisch and continues to 
perform with numerous symphonies in the U.S. and around the world. He has also been seen on 
television many times, including on “America’s Got Talent,” “Huckabee” and “All My 
Children.” He made his PBS debut with the Boston Pops and followed that appearance with a 
PBS Christmas special for the U.S. military troops, in which he was featured with Hamlisch and 
the National Symphony Orchestra. He also appeared in the PBS special “A Tale of Two Cities in 
Concert.” 
 
McVey’s participation in the Trans-Siberian Orchestra recording, “The Lost Christmas Eve,” 
earned him a double-platinum record. He also has three solo CDs: “Broadway and Beyond,” “If 
You Really Knew Me,” and “One Among Few,” as well as a family CD, “The McVey Family 
Christmas.” 
 
Observers of the theater have given McVey accolades, including the following: 
 
• “Mark McVey is a wonderful heroic tenor with flawless diction and superb restraint as an 
actor.” – Emily Van Hazinga – Boston Globe 
• “McVey…displayed a command of character unparalleled on the stage”  – Phil Gallo – 
Variety 
• “Mark McVey is simply the best!!… His vocal sound is superb, and his range is 
awesome… Audiences adore him.”  – Marvin Hamlisch 
 
Marshall’s commencement will take place at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 6, at Big Sandy Superstore 
Arena in Huntington. For further information, visit www.marshall.edu/commencement. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall strengthens intercultural diversity with 2017 World 
Fusion Celebration 
 
The Marshall University Office of Intercultural Affairs is 
hosting the 2nd annual World Fusion Celebration today 
on the Huntington campus until 2 p.m. 
 
This event will bring students together who come from 
different lifestyles, cultures, nations and religions, 
according to Maurice Cooley, associate vice president for 
intercultural affairs at Marshall. 
 
“Unity amongst culturally diverse groups is essential to 
establishing world peace and a true understanding of our 
world,” Cooley said.  “Through World Fusion celebrations we hope to foster awareness and 
create an environment for meaningful intercultural exchanges among all of our students – no 
matter where they come from, what language they speak or whom they worship.” 
 
Hayley Cornwell, a Master of Social Work (M.S.W.) student who is a graduate assistant in the 
Office of Intercultural Affairs, has served as an organizer for these events. Cornwell said 
admission is free to the public and the entire Marshall and local community is encouraged to 
attend. She said in the case of rain, the event will be held inside the Memorial Student Center. 
 
“We’ve expanded this year’s event and expect participants 
from over 15 different cultural and subcultural groups 
including Black United Students, LGBT, Muslim, 
German, Pakistani, Thailand, various faith organizations 
and many more,” Cornwell said. “We want students, staff 
and faculty to join us on the plaza for music, food, art and 
interactive displays of diversity from around the world.” 
 
Cornwell said Dr. Isaac Willis Larison, associate professor 
of literacy education, is hosting “A Cultural Mosaic” to 
follow World Fusion Day events from 2 to 4 p.m. April 12 
between Freshman North and South residence halls. 
 
The World Fusion celebrations are being held in conjunction with the Marshall University World 
Council, developed during the past year by the Office of Intercultural Affairs. The World 
Council is dedicated to giving American and international students the opportunity to learn and 
grow from one another. World Council currently consists of 16 national student groups.  For 
those interested in joining World Council, contact the Office of Intercultural Affairs. 
 
For more information on World Fusion events, contact Cornwell at cornwell8@marshall.edu. To 
learn more about Marshall’s Office of Intercultural Affairs, visit 
http://www.marshall.edu/intercultural/. 
 
————- 
 
Photos: Students and staff from the Office of Intercultural Affairs participated in the 2016 World 
Fusion Day, an interactive event featuring informational tables and activities with the intent to 
display the various cultures, religions and nationalities from around the world. This year’s event 
will take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Wednesday, April 12, on the Memorial Student Center 
Plaza on Marshall University’s Huntington campus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Healy to present lecture on free speech April 13 
 
Thomas Healy will present “The Great Dissent: Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Jr. and the Birth of Free Speech” Thursday, April 13, at 7 
p.m. in the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall. The lecture series is 
sponsored by the Simon Perry Center for Constitutional 
Democracy with funding from the West Virginia Humanities 
Council. 
 
This lecture was postponed last month due to travel and weather 
conditions. 
 
Healy is the author of The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind – and 
Changed the History of Free Speech in America. The book won the 2014 Robert F. Kennedy 
Book Award, the Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award and the New Jersey Council for the 
Humanities Book Award. It was selected as a New York Times Book Review Editor’s Choice 
and named one of the 15 best non-fiction books of 2013 by the Christian Science Monitor. 
 
“Thomas Healy’s lecture is particularly timely in light of the current interest in the work of the 
media and free speech,” said Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry Center for 
Constitutional Democracy. “It is important for us as citizens to focus on the critical role of First 
Amendment protections in this country and to understand the evolution of what has long been 
considered a bedrock principle of our democracy.” 
 
Healy is a professor of Constitutional and First Amendment law at Seton Hall University School 
of Law. Before attending law school, he was a journalist who covered the U.S. Supreme Court 
for The Baltimore Sun. He earned his B.A. in journalism from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and his law degree from Columbia University. 
 
“This lecture series generally has enjoyed great support from the university community as well 
as the community at large,” said Proctor. “It brings high caliber speakers – scholars in history 
and political science, legal practitioners, and noted authors – to the Huntington campus to talk 
about issues of current and historical significance in our democracy and people are often amazed 
by the new insights they experience as a result of hearing the thoughts of the lecturers.” 
 
The lecture is free and open to the public. A book signing will follow the lecture. 
 
For more information, contact Proctor at 304-696-2801 or patricia.proctor@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Health and Safety Week aims to arm students with 
knowledge 
 
Marshall is hosting a four-day Student Health and Safety Week to inform the campus community 
of best practices for optimal health and safety, as well as describe available resources to help 
them. Activities began Monday and will continue through tomorrow 
 
Dr. Cedric Gathings, vice president of student affairs, said students should always be aware of 
how they can protect themselves and where on campus they can go if they need help. 
 
“Marshall has many people dedicated to the health and safety of students,” Gathings said. “It is 
imperative that students know that keeping them safe and healthy is a big part of what we are 
here to do.” 
  
Staff members of Housing and Residence Life and Student Affairs will join students this evening 
for one of the Huntington campus’ best-kept secrets—late-night ice cream at Twin Towers 
Marketplace. From 7:30 p.m. to midnight, Gathings said staff will be on hand in the hope that 
students will become familiar with the names and faces they can reach out to if they ever need 
help or guidance. 
 
At 5:30 p.m. tomororow, Thursday, April 13, men will “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes”—literally.  
During this international men’s march, the aim is to have fun, walk a mile, and open the 
communication about difficult subjects to discuss: stopping sexual assault and gender violence. 
MUPD’s Sgt. Scott Ballou will be on hand before the walk, teaching the Rape Aggression 
Defense system from noon to 4:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by Marshall’s Interfraternal 
Council, Women’s Center, CONTACT, MUPD and Student Affairs. 
 
“We want to provide students with the tools they need to live here or any other city in the 
world,” said Gathings. “Whether that’s practicing self-care or arming themselves with 
information, skills from the Student Health and Safety Week will be transferable wherever the 
world takes them.” 
 
Monday’s kickoff event, “Chat with the Police Chief,” featured Jim Terry, chief of the Marshall 
University Police Department, in a discussion and Q-and-A session. Terry said the week came at 
a good time. 
 
“Warm weather means more accidents because more people are out and sometimes engaging in 
risky behavior,” Terry said. 
 
“Incidents out of anyone’s hands can and do happen, but something as simple as traveling in 
groups can lessen the risk of potential danger,” Terry said. “We have to remind students always 
to be aware of their surroundings and to trust their gut.” 
 
A Health and Wellness Fair sponsored by Student Health and Education Programs took place 
Tuesday on the Memorial Student Center Plaza. Students were encouraged to drop in for games 
and activities and to bring a mat for group meditation at 11 a.m. on Buskirk Field. Student 
Government will hand out fliers with information about campus resources. 
 
For more information about the Student Health and Safety Week, contact Lisa Martin, director of 
student conduct, at martil@marshall.edu, or visit www.marshall.edu/studentaffairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ralph Jones receives John Marshall Service Award 
 
Ralph Jones (right), records assistant III in the Office 
of the Registrar, has received the John Marshall 
Service Award, according to Bruce Felder (left), 
chair of the award committee. Jones was nominated 
by Dr. David Pittenger, dean of the graduate college. 
 
“Let me set the scene,” Pittenger said in his 
nomination. “A student … undergraduate or graduate 
… has been given vague instructions to go to the 
Registration Office to have something done to their 
schedule. In the typical case, the student has been given incomplete information, wrong 
information or no information at all. The student knows that he or she needs to add or drop a 
class, but for some reason cannot complete the task online. I know this because I frequently walk 
by the registration windows and see anxious faces asking many questions. Then I hear the voice 
of Ralph. In short order, he assesses the situation, calms the student, and helps them with every 
jot and tittle needed to revise their schedule. His voice is reassuring as he tells them that the 
changes have been made and lets them know how to complete the next step, usually a need to 
visit the pay window at the Bursar’s office.” 
 
“There have been countless times when graduate students have come to me with the same lost 
look,” Pittenger continued. “My reaction is simple. I take them to Ralph’s window. There, I tell 
him what is needed and in short order Ralph takes over. Ralph’s formula for working with others 
is simple. First, he understands that the student cannot be expected to be the expert about 
registering for classes. Thus the simple questions … How can I help you … Let’s see what you 
have here … He knows that students do not know what is going to happen or why. Hence, simple 
solutions … He wants each to finish the transaction knowing all is well. If I could bottle and sell 
Ralph’s attitude to help others, I would be rich indeed. Rather, the university is a slightly better 
place because Ralph knows what it means to help others.” 
 
Jones was recognized at the president’s open house for the Marshall community April 5. He 
received a $100 check and gift certificate/discounts to the Marshall University Bookstore and 
Sodexo. 
 
The John Marshall Service Award is the successor to the Employee of the Month award. The 
award was reconfigured in order to expand the number of employees who would be eligible and 
to allow the honoree to receive the award at a public gathering, such as the president’s open 
house, Felder said. 
 
 
 
 
 
Biweekly Pay update 
 
The Payroll Office has issued the following statement regarding the transition to biweekly pay: 
 
Beginning with the April 14th EPICS paycheck, and continuing through the last EPICS 
semimonthly check for Wave 3 on May 31, there will be a message on the electronic 
notification of deposit directing Wave 3 employees to wvOASIS.gov for information on 
biweekly pay.  Please be aware that this does not apply to employees of Marshall University. 
We are NOT included in the Wave 3 group scheduled to go live on May 13, 2017. 
 
It is our intention to convert to biweekly pay in September. More details will be shared later this 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
Classified Staff election to take place April 13-18 
 
As mandated by H.B. 2224, the Classified Staff Council will hold an election to select no more 
than five representatives from each of the University’s five EEO groups, the Staff Council Chair, 
the Institutional Board of Governors (IBOG) Representativ and the Advisory Council of 
Classified Employees (ACCE) Representative. Elected candidates will serve from July 1, 2017 
until June 30, 2019. 
 
Nominees are: 
 
Chair: 
Chris Atkins (University College) 
Johnny Bradley (Library) 
 
Institutional Board of Governors Representative: 
Carol Hurula (Academic Affairs) 
Tracey Brown-Dolinski (Purchasing) 
 
Advisory Council for Classified Employees Representative: 
Tim Melvin (Academic Affairs) 
Michelle Alford (Library) 
Tracey Brown-Dolinski (Purchasing) 
 
EEO Group 10 – Executive, Administrative & Managerial 
William “Tootie” Carter (Student Center Operating) 
Carol Hurula (Academic Affairs) 
Mallory Carpenter (Yeager Scholars Program) 
Crystal Stewart (Information Technology) 
Amad Mirzakhani (Information Technology – MUGC) 
Lacie Bittinger (Lewis College of Business) 
Marty Gillenwater (Lewis College of Business) 
 
EEO Group 30 – Other Professionals  
Chris Atkins (University College) 
Jonathan Sutton (Finance Information Technology) 
Tim Melvin (Academic Affairs) 
Chip Gue (Financial Aid) 
Chris Hodge (Library) 
Becky Lusher (Facilities Planning and Management) 
Cynthia Obregon (School of Pharmacy) 
Teresa Meddings (Accounts Payable) 
Michelle Alford (Library) 
Katherine Hetzer (Human Resources) 
Jamecia James (Recruitment) 
Tracey Brown-Dolinski (Purchasing) 
 
EEO Group 40 – Technical & Paraprofessional 
Nina Barrett (Accounts Payable) 
Toni Ferguson (School of Education) 
Lisa Maynard (School of Medicine – Finance and Administration) 
Missy Browning (Psychiatry & Behavioral Medicine) 
Jason Baldwin (Accounts Payable) 
Tina Powell (COHP – Physical Therapy) 
Cassandra Mills (Travel Office) 
Johnny Bradley (Library) 
 
EEO Group 50 – Clerical  
Leonard Lovely (Mailroom) 
Nancy Tresch-Reneau (Psy D Program) 
Jami Hughes (Sociology/Anthropology 
Patty Carman (Admissions) 
 
EEO Groups 60 & 70 – Skilled Crafts & Service/Maintenance  
Tony Waugh (Physical Plant) 
David Childers (Biotechnology Center O&M) 
Kevin Ferguson (Physical Plant) 
Teresa Tyler (School of Art and Design) 
Justin Tyler (Housing) 
Larry Morris (MUPD) 
Marcos Serrat (MUPD) 
 
Electronic voting will be available from Thursday, April 13,  at 6 a.m. through Tuesday, 
April 18, at midnight. All voting will be electronic. There will be no paper ballot voting.    
 
Individuals will need their MUID (901 Number) and password to log into their myMu account to 
cast their ballot during the election period. Staff members are highly recommended to vote early 
in the election period so that if they encounter any problems logging in or casting their ballot 
they may obtain assistance from the IT Service Desk. 
 
Any staff member who is unable to successfully vote electronically should notify the Staff 
Council Office or Election Committee Chair Rebecca Lusher PRIOR to the end of the voting 
period. Contact information is listed below: 
 
Staff Council Office – Katie Counts, 304-696-2222 or easter@marshall.edu 
Election Committee Chair – Rebecca Lusher, 304-696-6415, or lusher30@marshall.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finance office to make supplies available to other university 
departments 
 
Jonathan Sutton, project manager in finance, is launching a plan to make office supplies 
available to other departments that may need them. 
 
“Recently the CFO’s office has created a large volume of 3-ring binders while working towards 
the destruction of duplicate and no-longer-necessary documents,” Sutton said.  “It also 
highlighted having some items that the Finance Division overall has an excess of, or no longer 
has a need for. 
 
“We would like to make a large quantity of these items available to other offices within the 
University, helping to save some budget money you currently spend on office supplies.  The date 
and time will be announced in the near future, as well as what offerings we are happy to provide 
to you. 
 
“In realization that other offices likely have some items they are also no longer using, we 
encourage you to look around your desk and storage areas, and make available any excess or 
unusable items (unusable to your department, that is). 
 
“Your donation can be virtually anything, from stacking file trays, adding machines, good 
condition file folders, ink/toner cartridges to printers you no longer have, etc.  Again, our hope 
and goal is to help unite items that we have purchased previously with someone else on campus 
who can use them, helping to save Marshall University additional expenses. 
 
“When you come across items you feel others may be able to use, and you would like to donate 
and help us make this a real ‘swap meet’ kind of event, you may send the items via campus mail 
to Jonathan Sutton, Finance, in Old Main 208, or contact 65224|sutton11@marshall.edu, and we 
will arrange to send someone to pick them up from you.  Pick-up will be on the Huntington 
campus only; however, all campuses and centers are welcome to participate! 
 
“Once supplies are collected and inventoried (approximately two weeks) look for another 
announcement in the ‘We Are Marshall’ newsletter regarding the available items.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for promotional products for your college or organization? Be sure to stop by our first 
Promotional Items Vendor Fair Thursday, April 13, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Shawkey Dining 
Room of the Memorial Student Center. For more information please contact Mallory Jarrell at 
304-696-3490 or haye1@marshall.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
SBIR workshop focuses on federal funding opportunities 
 
Entrepreneurs and small business owners who want to advance innovative concepts through the 
commercialization process can explore federal funding opportunities during an SBIR Lunch & 
Learn Tuesday, April 18, at the Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) in Huntington. 
 
Innovators across the country (and right here in West Virginia) are accessing millions of federal 
dollars, resulting in important research that can be converted into new products, technologies and 
services while also creating jobs. SBIR and STTR grants allow businesses to conduct feasibility 
studies in Phase I (up to $150,000) and develop prototypes in Phase II (up to $1 million) for 
eventual commercialization in Phase III using non-federal dollars. 
 
The workshop will include an overview of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and 
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) grant programs by George Murray, deputy district 
director of the U.S. Small Business Administration. Participants also will hear about the 
application process and the experience of working with a federal agency from a recent SBIR 
recipient here in West Virginia. Anne Barth, executive director of TechConnect West Virginia, 
will provide an overview of that organization’s program to assist applicants throughout the SBIR 
application process. 
 
This SBIR Lunch & Learn is sponsored by RCBI and TechConnect West Virginia. The free 
event includes lunch and will run from noon to 2 p.m. on April 18. For more information, contact 
Mike Friel at 304-781-1686. 
 
Register by Thursday, April 13, at www.rcbi.org/go/sbir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Final MUsic Monday of the semester scheduled for April 17 
 
The final lecture of the the School of Music’s  MUsic Mondays spring series will take place at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, April 17, at the Cellar Door, 905 3rd Ave., Huntington. The series, titled 
“Music and Communication” investigates various ways in which music communicates from the 
listener’s and the composer’s viewpoint. 
 
Monday’s lecture, “At the Edge of Mortality: Beethoven’s String Quartet in A minor, Op. 132” 
looks at Beethoven’s late style and his fear of his impending death.  Presenter Dr. Vicki Stroeher, 
professor of music history at Marshall, said that this work was written at a time when Beethoven 
thought he might be dying. 
 
“Beethoven was ill for several months in late 1824 and early 1825,” Stroeher said. “Because his 
illness showed no signs of diminishing, he truly thought that he was going to die, but still he 
managed to write some absolutely sublime music. When he recovered, he wrote what he called 
his ‘Holy Song of Thanksgiving,’ and included sections that seem to portray his recovery. 
Author Aldous Huxley was so taken by it that he wrote his experience of the work into his novel, 
Point Counterpoint. We’ll be exploring how Beethoven’s music is designed to elicit such a 
response.” 
 
Seating is limited. Participants are invited to arrive early to enjoy conversation and refreshments. 
 
Organizers ask for a $10 donation, payable at the door. Checks should be made payable to 
Marshall University. All proceeds will go to support the music program. MU students get in free 
with a Marshall ID. 
 
For more information about MUsic Mondays, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor wins first place awards at National Broadcasting 
Society’s national convention; students take home 10 awards 
 
Dan Hollis, professor in the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications of Marshall University’s College of Arts 
and Media, recently brought home two first-place awards 
for his creative work from the National Broadcasting 
Society’s national convention in New York City. 
 
Hollis won in both the professional audio and video news 
categories for features on the Ona Speedway in Ona, West 
Virginia. These were the 13th and 14th first-place awards 
Hollis has earned over the years from the National 
Broadcasting Society, although the audio award was a first. 
 
“Working exclusively with sound was a challenge for me,” Hollis said.  “I am typically a 
television guy who combines writing with great video and audio.  Working with just the audio, I 
had to use my writing and the sound to create the image I wanted to people to feel and see in 
their minds.” 
 
Hollis also said the idea of doing both an audio and video version of the same general story with 
different writing, interview clips and focus reflects a current broadcast journalism trend he 
encourages students to do. 
 
“The audio version can’t just be the video one without pictures, though,” Hollis said. “Why 
would anyone listen or watch both if they are basically the same? Both versions have to be 
unique and take advantage of the medium they are intended for.” 
 
Both features are on Hollis’ YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/user/danhollisvideo. 
His audio feature also aired on WMUL-FM 88.1, Marshall’s public radio station. 
 
This was the 75th National Broadcasting Society 
national convention. At the same event, students from 
Marshall’s public radio station, WMUL-FM, received 
10 first-place awards and 12 honorable mention awards 
during the National Broadcasting Society/Alpha 
Epsilon Rho (NBS/AERho) 26th Annual National 
Student Audio/Video Scriptwriting and 54th Annual 
Audio/Video Production Awards Competition 
ceremony at the Hilton Meadowlands Hotel in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey, on Saturday, March 25. 
 
Dr. Chuck G. Bailey, professor of Radio-Television 
Production and Management in the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications at Marshall University and faculty manager of WMUL-FM, said that the 
students competed with other broadcasting students from colleges and universities throughout 
the United States. 
 
“No other school won as many grand prizes or won more overall awards than WMUL-FM’s 
student broadcasters in the NBS scriptwriting, audio and online categories. WMUL-FM student 
broadcasters were finalists in 12 categories of the 27 categories available and won 10 grand 
prizes, which is truly outstanding. Winning at this high a level speaks well for Marshall 
University, the College of Arts and Media and the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications, as the student broadcasters of WMUL-FM consistently earn top honors in 
direct competition with nationally recognized colleges and universities,” said Bailey. 
 
Rebecca Turnbull, a junior from Bridgeport, West Virgnia, took home top prizes in the audio 
news package, audio news segment and audio feature package categories. Turnbull shared an 
audio magazine program win with cohosts Adam Rogers, a graduate student from Milton, West 
Virginia, and Sage Shavers, a senior from Charleston, West Virginia. That remote broadcast, 
titled “46th Annual Marshall University Plane Crash Memorial Ceremony,” was produced by 
Michael Stanley, a graduate student from Hamlin, West Virginia. 
 
Other grand prize winners were Luke Creasy, a junior from Huntington, West Virginia, for audio 
sports package; Jacob Queen, a freshman from Huntington, West Virginia, and Jacob Flatley, a 
graduate student from Wheeling, West Virginia, for serving as cohosts on an audio sports 
program; and Nick Herrick, a junior from Petersburg, West Virginia, for writing and producing 
audio promos and audio PSAs. 
 
Also, the station’s website at www.marshall.edu/wmul was recognized with a first-place award. 
Monica Zalaznik, a junior from Buckhannon, is the webmaster. 
 
Finally, Rogers; Shavers; James Collier, a recent graduate from Worthington, Kentucky; Dylan 
Stone, a junior from Henderson, West Virginia; and Spencer DuPuis, a freshman from Leesburg, 
Virginia, were honored for audio sports play-by-play programming on a broadcast for the 
Marshall University men’s basketball game against Ohio University. 
 
National Broadcasting Society-Alpha Epsilon Rho (NBS/AERho) has more than 1,500 student 
and professional members and has chapters on 68 college campuses. The National Broadcasting 
Society (NBS) was founded in 1943, and its mission is to enhance the development of college 
and university students in telecommunication, broadcasting, cable and other electronic media. 
Past and present members of the society number more than 50,000. Alpha Epsilon Rho is the 
national honorary society composed of members selected from National Broadcasting Society 
(NBS) Chapters. 
 
————– 
 
Photos: (Above)Dan Hollis, professor of journalism and mass communications at Marshall 
University, recently received two first-place awards at the National Broadcasting Society’s 
convention in New York City. Photo by Chuck Bailey. (Below) Marshall University’s NBS-
AERho award recipients pictured are WMUL staffers Monica Zalaznik (online director), Adam 
Rogers (executive director), Kyra Biscarner (news director) and Sage Shavers (traffic director). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall director of admissions named to national AACRAO 
subcommittee 
 
Dr. Tammy R. Johnson of Marshall University has been appointed 
by the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers (AACRAO) to a national subcommittee aimed 
at identifying best practices on appropriate methods of collecting, 
recording and reporting of name and gender identity in student 
record systems. 
 
Johnson will serve on the policies and procedures subcommittee for 
the Student Identity Work Group, which will provide guidance for transgender students and 
students who wish to update their gender markers, change their legal names, use preferred names 
or designate pronouns. 
 
“The charge of our subcommittee is to identify best practices in higher education related to 
gender identity and enrollment services.  Essentially, we’ll be identifying current best practices 
from around the nation related to gender identity considerations and student records, with the 
goal of providing guidance in this arena to all member institutions,” Johnson said. 
 
According to a release from AACRAO, more than 180 members of the association applied for 
membership on the subcommittee. AACRAO chose representatives from both four-year public 
and private institutions, military institutions, faith-based institutions, single-sex institutions and 
community colleges. Members from admissions, enrollment services, registrar’s offices, 
athletics, student life, information technology and Title IX offices will serve on the Student 
Identity Work Group. 
 
Johnson assumed the duties of her appointment Feb. 1. 
 
For more information on AACRAO’s response to recent legislation regarding transgender 
students, visit http://www.aacrao.org/resources/resources-detail-view/aacrao-s-response-to-roll-
back-of-federal-protections-for-transgender-students or www.aacrao.org. 
 
——————– 
 
Photo: Dr. Tammy R. Johnson of Marshall University has been appointed by the American 
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) to a national 
subcommittee aimed at identifying policies and procedures for best practices on student identity 
at member institutions. 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarship donors, recipients honored at annual brunch 
 
Marshall University donors and current recipients of 
privately funded scholarships were honored Saturday at 
the Scholarship Honor Brunch in the Memorial Student 
Center’s Don Morris Room on the Huntington campus. 
 
Zach Moore, a member of the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine’s Class of 2018, spoke to the group. 
 
“I’ve come to believe that the American dream only 
works if we make it work,” Moore said. “The people in 
this room are an embodiment of a will to make it work, 
people who have come to pursue an education and others who have come to support their efforts 
with their time, money, praise, and relationships. This bolsters my faith that these endeavors will 
continue to be rewarded, because efforts like these make it so.” 
 
Tori Burdette, a graduating senior in health sciences from Charleston, West Virginia, who 
received a Masonic scholarship, also attended the brunch in order to thank donors. 
 
“I am so 
thankful for 
the 
opportunity 
to pursue 
my 
education 
with the 
support of 
the 
donors,” 
Burdette 
said. 
“Without their support, none of us in this room would be where we are today. I’m proud to say 
that because of their generosity, I’m graduating this May and have been accepted into a master’s 
program here at Marshall. My dreams are becoming reality all because the donors believed in 
me; I thank you from the bottom of my heart.” 
 
“For many of our scholarship students, college is a blind leap of faith,” said Dr. Ron Area, CEO 
of the Marshall University Foundation, which sponsored the event for the donors. “They do not 
necessarily begin college with a scholarship. You are also taking a blind leap of faith, assuming 
that the recipient of the scholarship attends class, studies hard and gets good grades. Scholarships 
do more than open financial doors; they provide support in terms of confidence that someone 
believes in them. You help them realize that this leap of faith will be remembered as a stepping 
stone on their path to higher achievement.” 
 
The event is an annual observance at which donors and scholarship recipients are able to meet 
each other. 
 
—————- 
 
Photos: (Above) Zach Moore, a recipient of a scholarship at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine, addressed the group at Marshall’s  Scholarship Brunch April 8.(Below) Scholarship 
recipients at Marshall University pose at the annual brunch April 8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kheetan recognized as March Resident of the Month 
 
Murad Ma’A Hanna Kheetan, M.D., has been selected as the 
March Resident of the Month, announced Paulette Wehner, 
M.D., vice dean for graduate medical education at the 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
 
Kheetan is completing his third and final year of an internal 
medicine residency and serves as a co-chief resident. Being 
selected as a chief resident is an honor bestowed upon a 
resident in the last year of training by residents and faculty. 
 
“This month’s resident of the month was nominated by his co-chief resident,” Wehner said. “It is 
the first time that we had a co-chief nominate a colleague. To have a co-chief publicly state that 
he has become a better person and physician because of his colleague speaks volumes.” 
 
Jacob Kilgore, M.D., serves alongside Kheetan in both a clinical and administrative role. In his 
nomination, Kilgore wrote that, “I am constantly in awe of his compassionate demeanor, 
insatiable desire to learn, and heart of service – be it to our residency program, supporting faculty 
and staff, or most notably, his patients.” 
 
Kilgore continued saying, “Dr. Kheetan leads by example both inside and outside of the hospital, 
whether it’s offering to cover for a resident in need, committing countless hours towards 
residency development, or spending extra time with patients and their families to ensure 
comprehensive, compassionate, and well-communicated patient care.” 
 
Eva Patton-Tackett, M.D., program director for the internal medicine residency, said that 
Kheetan has worked very hard over the past three years. 
 
“His endless energy enables those around him to draw strength from and recharge our passion 
for learning and becoming better physicians,” she said. “We sincerely hope he returns as faculty 
upon completion of his nephrology fellowship.” 
 
Kheetan earned his medical degree from the Jordan University of Science and Technology 
Faculty of Medicine. After completion of his residency in June, Kheetan will enter a two-year 
nephrology fellowship at the University of Alabama. Nephrology is the study of kidney care and 
treating diseases of the kidneys. 
 
As part of his recognition as the March Resident of the Month, Kheetan received items including 
a plaque and a designated parking spot. 
 
———— 
 
Photo: Murad Ma’A Hanna Kheetan, M.D., (left) is named the March Resident of the Month at 
the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He’s pictured with program director Eva Patton-
Tackett, M.D. 
 
Marshall criminal justice students win 2nd place in national 
crime scene competition 
 
Marshall students in the Department of Criminal 
Justice and Criminology received second place in the 
national Alpha Phi Sigma crime scene competition 
held March 22-24 in Kansas City, Missouri. 
 
Students were tasked with processing and analyzing a 
mock crime scene within ten minutes and asked to 
produce a typed report, indicating the facts, motives 
and possible causes of the crime, according to Dr. 
Kimberly DeTardo-Bora, interim chair of the criminal 
justice department. 
 
“It is important for students to attend these events to practice their critical thinking skills via 
competitions, to network with other schools and student groups, and to understand the current 
issues that plague our justice system,” DeTardo-Bora said. “We are incredibly proud of our 
students.” 
 
Katy Bowles, a 22 year-old from Sissonville, West Virginia, serves as president of Marshall’s 
student chapter of Alpha Phi Sigma, which currently has 38 active members. Bowles said they 
were pleasantly surprised to receive their 2nd place award. 
 
“We were able to successfully apply our knowledge from criminal justice classes to an actual, 
hands-on investigation,” Bowles said. “Marshall’s Department of Criminal Justice and 
Criminology offers classes pertaining to various aspects of the field including corrections, law 
enforcement and legal studies. In addition, the department is now a part of the School of Forensic 
and Criminal Justice Sciences, which allows students to learn more in the areas of digital 
forensics, computer crime and forensic science.” 
 
To learn more about the opportunities for students in the Department of Criminal Justice and 
Criminology, visit http://www.marshall.edu/criminal-justice/student-organizations/. 
 
—— 
 
Photo: Marshall University criminal justice honor students won second place in the national 
Alpha Phi Sigma crime scene competition held March 22-24 in Kansas City, Missouri. Pictured 
with John McLaughlin, who oversees the national crime scene competition (third from left), are, 
from left to right, Courtney Clayton, Meaghan Spielvogel, Katy Bowles, Eleanor Coggins, 
Kirsten McCracken and Zach Gill. 
 
 
 
 
Sports medicine physician joins Marshall Health 
 
Brock Niceler, M.D., recently joined the Marshall University 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine and Marshall Health as 
a sports medicine physician based out of Marshall Health’s 
new location in Teays Valley. 
 
Niceler, a board-certified, fellowship-trained sports medicine 
physician, has been appointed assistant professor of 
orthopaedics. He most recently served as the sports medicine 
division director for East Carolina University Physicians and 
was previously a team physician at the University of Utah 
and East Carolina University. He has worked with high school, collegiate, Olympic and 
professional athletes. 
 
Niceler, a Huntington native, is a graduate of the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. He completed his residency in family and community medicine at the University of 
Utah; a fellowship in sports medicine at the University of Utah; and a fellowship at the 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. He also has additional training in fluoroscopic 
injections, musculoskeletal ultrasound and osteopathic manipulation techniques. 
 
“We are thrilled to welcome one of our own back to West Virginia and the Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine,” said Ali Oliashirazi, M.D., chair of the department of orthopaedic surgery. 
“Dr. Niceler’s phenomenal expertise and training will help us meet a need in Putnam County and 
its surrounding areas.” 
 
Niceler is accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Health—Teays Valley, located at 300 
Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot, West Virginia. For appointments, please call 304-691-
6800. 
 
 
  
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 19, 2017. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, April 17. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/April-12-2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
